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Article 5.
Records, Fingerprints and Photographs.
§ 12-15-100. [GP] Filing and inspection of records, etc.

(a) The following records, reports, and information concerning delinquent or dependent

children or children in need of supervision shall be confidential and not released to any person,

department, agency, or entity, except as provided in subsection (b) of this Section:

(1) Social records;-;

(2) mediealMedical records;-and-;

(3) psyehiatrie-Psychiatric or psychological records;-inehading;

(4) reperts-Reports of preliminary inquiries and predisposition studies;-of-delinguentin
Lof .. Ld i hildren includi

(5) superviston-Supervision records;

(6) Birth certificates;

(7) State criminal justice information system records

(8) Juvenile criminal sex offender notification records:

(9) Individualized services plans of dependent children;

(10) Individualized education plans:

(11) Detention records:

(12) Court records; and

(13) Demographic information.

(b) The records, reports, and information above of such children, shall be filed separate from

other files and records of the court and shall be open to inspection and copying, only by the

following:
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(1) The judge, and-juvenile probation officers, and professional staff assigned to serve the
court.

(2) Representatives of a public or private agency or department providing supervision or
having legal custody of the child.

(3) Any other person, department, entity, or agency, at the discretion of the judge of that

the juvenile court, determines. after a hearing has a legitimate interest in the case or in the

wotk-ofthecourt: based upon a written request filed with the court stating the following:

a. The reason the person, department, entity, or agency is requesting the information;

b. The use to be made of the information; and

c. The names of those persons or entities that will have access to the information.

(4) The adult probation and other professional staff assigned to serve a criminal court,

including the prosecutor and the attorney for the defendant, for use in completing sentencing

standards worksheets and considering the sentence to be imposed upon a eenvieted-person

charged with a criminal offense, or one adjudicated a youthful offender;-whe;prierthereto;

had-been-aparty-to-the proceedingsin-eourt._The access to court records provided in this

subdivision may not be limited to the jurisdiction of the inquiring court

(5) The adult probation and other professional staff assigned to serve a criminal court

when investigating or considering youthful offender applications._The access to court

records provided in this subdivision may not be limited to the jurisdiction of the inquiring

court

(6) The parent of the child, except when parental rights have been terminated, or guardian
and the counsel and the guardian ad litem of the child.

(7) The principal of the school in which the child is enrolled, or the representative of the

principal, and other school officials as the principal deems necessary, upon written petition to
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the juvenile court setting forth the reasons why the safety or welfare, or both, of the school,
its students, or personnel, necessitate production of the information and without which the
safety and welfare of the school, its students, and personnel, would be threatened; provided,

however, certain information concerning children adjudicated delinquent of certain offenses

shall be provided as set forth in Section 12-15-105.

(68)

(elc) Petitions, motions, court notices, or dispositions shall be open to inspection and copying

by the victim-er-the-vietim'srepresentatives.

(d) Reports by social workers with the department of Human Resources, records on multiple

needs children, and videotapes of child victims shall be open to inspection and copying only by

those persons, departments, agencies, or entities in subsection (b) who have demonstrated to the

judge of the court a need to know the information as provided in subsection (b)(3) above.

(e) Any school or educational records, including special education school records and school

incident reports, of delinquent and dependent children and children in need of supervision shall

be open to inspection only by those persons, departments, agencies, or entities in subsection (b)

who have demonstrated to the judge of the court a need to know the information as provided in

subsection (b)(3) above, subject to the provisions of the Family Educational and Privacy Rights

Act.
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(f) Drug abuse patient records and alcohol abuse patient records of delinquent and dependent

children and children in need of supervision shall be open to inspection only by those persons,

departments, agencies, or entities in subsection (b) who have demonstrated to the judge of the

court a need to know the information as provided in subsection (b)(3) above, subject to the

provisions of 42 U.S.C. Section 290ee-3 and 42 U.S.C. Section 290dd-3, respectively.

(2) All records, reports, and information concerning delinquent and dependent children and

children in need of supervision, or the images thereof, described in this section, may be placed

on an automated information sharing system to be shared by those persons, departments,

agencies, or entities in subsection (b) and subject to applicable confidentiality disclosure and

case restrictions imposed by federal and state law.

(eh) Whoever, except for the purposes permitted and in the manner provided by this section,
discloses or makes use of or knowingly permits the use of information concerning a child before
the court directly or indirectly derived from the records of the court or acquired in the course of
official duties, upon conviction thereof, shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor within the
jurisdiction of the juvenile court.

§ 12-15-101. Maintenance and inspection of law enforcement records, etc.

(a) Fhe-courtshall, byrule;require-allHawlLaw enforcement agencies te-shall take special

precautions to insure that law enforcement records and files concerning a child will be

maintained in a manner and under such safeguards that will protect against disclosure to any

unauthorized person, department, agency, or entity. Unless a charge of delinquency is transferred
for criminal prosecution under Section 12-15-34 or the court otherwise orders in the interest of
the child or of national security, the records and files with respect to the child shall not be open

to public inspection nor their contents disclosed to the public.
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(b) Law enforcement records and files described in subsection (a) shall be open to inspection

and copying by the following:

(1) A juvenile-court having the child currently before it in any proceeding.
(2) The officers of the Department of Human Resources, the Department of Youth

Services, public and nengeveramental-private institutions or agencies to which the child is

currently committed and those responsible for his or her supervision after release.

(43) Law enforcement officers of other jurisdictions when necessary for the discharge of
their current official duties.

(54) The adult probation and other professional staff of a court in which the child is
subsequently convicted of a criminal offense or adjudicated as a youthful offender for the
purpose of a presentence report or other dispositional proceedings, officials of penal
institutions and other penal facilities to which the child is committed or a parole board in
considering his or her parole or discharge or in exercising supervision over him or her.

(65) The probation and other professional staff serving a criminal court when
investigating or considering youthful offender applications.

(76) The parent, guardian or other custodian and counsel for the child.

(87) The principal of the school in which the child is enrolled, or the representative of the
principal, and other school officials as the principal deems necessary, upon written petition to
the juvenile court setting forth the reasons why the safety or welfare, or both, of the school,
its students, or personnel, necessitate production of the information and without which the

safety and welfare of the school, its students, and personnel, would be threatened.
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(c) Law enforcement records may be viewed by victims during the investigation of a crime at
the discretion of the investigating officer.

(d) All law enforcement agencies shall report to the Alabama Criminal Justice Information
Center that a child has been charged with an act of delinquency along with any pertinent
identifying information or historical data concerning that child, when:

(1) The child is taken into custody and charged with an act of delinquency for an act
which would constitute a felony if committed by an adult, or

(2) The child is taken into custody and charged with an act of delinquency for an act
which would constitute a misdemeanor, according to subdivision (2) of Section 41-9-622 if
committed by an adult.

(e) Whoever, except as provided in subsections (a), (b), and (c), directly or indirectly
discloses or makes use of or knowingly permits the use of information concerning a child
described in those subsections, upon conviction thereof, shall be guilty of a Class A
misdemeanor within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court.

§ 12-15-102. [GP] Taking and disposition of fingerprints, photographs, blood samples, etc.

(a) Fingerprints of a child who has been charged with an act of delinquency shall be taken by

the law enforcement agency taking the child into custody. The prints may be retained in a local

file and a copy shall be filed with the Alabama Bureau of Investigation.

(b) If latent fingerprints are found during the investigation of an offense and a law
enforcement officer has reason to believe that they are those of the child in custody, the officer
may fingerprint the child regardless of age or offense for purpose of immediate comparison with
the latent fingerprints. The prints may be retained in a local file and copies shall be sent to the

Alabama Bureau of Investigation.
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(c) The court shall, by rule, require special precautions be taken to insure that the fingerprints
will be maintained in a manner and under safeguards as to limit their use to inspection for
comparison purposes by law enforcement officers or by staff of the depository only in the
investigation of a crime.

(d) A child who is charged with an act of delinquency shall be photographed by the law

enforcement agency taking the child into custody for criminal identification purposes. A child in

custody for any other reason shall not be photographed for criminal identification purposes
without the consent of the court. The photographs shall be retained in a local file with the same
safeguards in place as for fingerprints.

(e) Blood or other samples necessary for DNA testing may be taken for criminal
identification purposes from a child who is charged with an act that would constitute a Class A
or B felony if committed by an adult. The samples, if taken, shall be submitted for DNA testing
and the DNA records shall be filed with the Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences. The
court shall, by rule, require special precautions be taken to ensure that the DNA records will be
maintained in a manner and under safeguards that will limit their use to inspection for
identification purposes by law enforcement officers or by staff of the testing facility only in the
investigation of a crime.

(f) Any person who willfully violates this section shall, upon conviction thereof, be guilty of

a Class A misdemeanor within the jurisdiction of the juvenile court.

‘ § 12-15-103. |GP]| Proceedings for sealing and-destruction-of legal and social files and

records of courts, probation services, etc., pertaining to certain persons and effect
thereof.
(a) On motion of the part of a person who has been the subject of a delinquency petition or
on the court's own motion, the court shall-vacate-its-orderand findings-andmay order the sealing
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of the legal and social files and records of the court;-probation-services-and-efany-otherageney
in-the-ease if it finds that:

(1) Two years have elapsed since the final discharge of the person from legal custody or
supervision or two years after the entry of any other court order not involving custody or
supervision; and

(2) He-The person has not been convicted efafelony-ormisdemeanorinvelvingmoral

tarpitade-or adjudicated delinquent or a youthful offender of any felony or a misdemeanor

nvolving sex, drugs, weapons or violence, or threats of violence prior to the filing of the

motion and no proceeding is pending seeking such conviction or adjudication.

(b) The motion and the order may include the-files-and-records, reports, or information

specified in Section 12-15-100.

(c) ReasonablenoticeNotice of the motion shall be given by the clerk of the court to:

(1) The prosecutor;

(2) The authority granting the discharge if the final discharge was from an institution,
parole or probation; and

(3) The law enforcement officers, department and central depository having custody of

the files and records specified in Section 12-15-100 and included in the motion.

(d) Upon the entry of the order, the proceedings in the case shall sealed. be-treated-as-ifthey

he-The court in
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information in the records to any clinic, hospital or agency which has the person under care.

(e) Any adjudication of delinquency or conviction of a felony or a erime-invobringmeoral

tarpitademisdemeanor involving sex, drugs, weapons or violence, or threats of violence

subsequent to sealing shall have the effect of nullifying the sealing order.

§ 12-15- . [GP] Proceedings for destruction of legal and social files and records of courts,

probation services, etc., pertaining to certain persons and effect thereof.

(fa) A person who has been the subject of a delinquency petition and has met the conditions

stipulated in subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of this-seetienSection 12-15-103 may, five years

after reaching the age of majority, file a motion requesting the destruction of all records
pertaining to his or her case. If the court grants the motion, copies of the order shall be sent to all
offices or agencies that are repositories of such records and all such offices and agencies shall
comply with the order.

(gb) Upon the entry of a sealing-order-er-a-destruction order, all references including arrest,

complaint, referrals, petitions, reports and orders shall be removed from all agency, official and

institutional files and sealed or destroyed. as-aforesaid-and-a-finding-of delinqueney-shall-be
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(hc) A person who has been the subject of a delinquency petition shall be notified of his

rights under subseetions{a)-and(H-of thisseetionSections 12-15-103 and 12-15-

of his final discharge.

at the time
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